
PLAQUEMINES PARISH DISASTER FUNDING COMPLIANCE REPORT 

Historical Analysis of FEMA Project Worksheets, District 9 Appropriations, and Federal Anti-Transfer Mandates 

(2007–2014) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Executive Declaration & Purpose 

This official compliance document establishes the factual, audited record of public funds managed by the Plaquemines 

Parish Government from 2007 through 2014. Recent political assertions alleging that $35,000,000 in District 9 funding 

or drainage allocations was illicitly transferred or redirected to alternative districts are completely refuted by federal and 

state ledger controls. All disaster recovery appropriations designated for lower-parish infrastructure were legally 

anchored and fully expended within their strict geographic allocations. 

2. Grounding the 'Sandy Act' Funding Parameters 

The federal Sandy Recovery Improvement Act (SRIA) of 2013 established alternative disaster delivery procedures. 

Plaquemines Parish utilized this mechanism solely for a centralized, 8-project application specifically land-locked within 

the footprint of the Belle Chasse Government Complex (Districts 1 and 2). By explicit federal regulatory design, District 

9 was never a designated beneficiary, applicant, or eligible participant in that specific funding packet. No funds from the 

Sandy Act could have been 'transferred out' of District 9 because no lower-parish assets were legally tied to that grant 

pool. 

3. Federal Anti-Transfer Statutes (Section 406 Stafford Act) 

During the 2007–2014 council lifecycle, all post-Katrina federal funds were strictly structured through traditional FEMA 

Public Assistance protocols. Under Section 406 of the Robert T. Stafford Act, moving designated recovery funds across 

district boundaries was a legal impossibility due to standard federal oversight machinery: 

• Geotagged Project Worksheets (PWs): Every infrastructure asset (such as the Triumph or Sunrise pumping 

facilities) operated under its own locked, individual federal ID. Funds were contractually bound to those coordinates. 

• Zero Local Discretionary Transfer Authority: The Plaquemines Parish Council lacked any legal authority to pass 

local ordinances shifting capital FEMA recovery money away from its designated disaster location. 

• Automated Enforcement Penalties: Unauthorized redirection of federal public assistance capital would have 

triggered an automatic, systemic freeze on all parish funding accounts by the Governor's Office of Homeland 

Security (GOHSEP) and immediate federal clawback prosecution. 

4. Documented Completion of District 9 Infrastructure 

Louisiana Legislative Auditor independent annual files confirm that major capital recovery projects inside District 9 were 

successfully built out, modernized, and finalized on-site. *(Note: The Plaquemines Parish Detention Center project of 

$57,000,000, though a parish-wide capital facility project matching this funding block, is geographically located in 

Pointe-a-la-Hache within District 7). 

Project Name / Asset Audited 

Allocation 
Structural Outcome & District 9 Framework 

Triumph Pumping Station 

Rebuild 
$7,600,000 Fully reconstructed, modernized, and structurally elevated to 

comply with modern Advisory Base Flood Elevations 

(ABFEs) to guarantee functionality during extreme surge. 

Sunrise #1 Drainage Facility $7,400,000 Completed total mechanical replacement and stabilization to 

secure structural lower-basin protection parameters. 



Fort Jackson Museum & 

Welcome Center 
FEMA 

Permanent 
New construction built at 38039 Hwy 23 in Buras. Funded to 

move cultural artifacts out of the flood-prone interior fort into 

a resilient, elevated modern pavilion complex. 

Plaquemines Parish Medical 

Center 
$22,251,541 Official site-specific FEMA worksheet approved to restore 

vital localized medical access, trauma bays, and clinical 

equipment lines to the lower parish corridor. 

Buras Regional Community Center 

/ YMCA 
Consolidated 

Pool 
Realized under the FEMA regional hub consolidation 

framework to provide an elevated, multi-use community safe 

haven. 

Boothville-Venice Community 

Center 
Consolidated 

Pool 
Fully built out to rigid wind resistance standards. Tied up in 

contractor foundation litigation; actively re-bid for full 

structural reconstruction right now under Bid ID: 72567951. 

District 9 Emergency Dewatering $6,500,000 Emergency allocation to deploy and operate 17 large-scale 

mobile pumps along the Highway 23 corridor (Diamond to 

Venice) to maintain drainage during permanent builds. 

Buras Fire Station Infrastructure FEMA Public 

Safety 
Rebuilt from the ground up as a hardened, multi-bay facility 

to safely stage regional first responder crews and emergency 

fire trucks. 

Public Harbors & Shipyards Fund FEMA 

Commerce 
Dedicated structural slip stabilization, dock reconstruction, 

and marine dredging worksheets targeting the Buras, Venice, 

and Empire public ship berths. 

District 9 Oyster Processing Docks FEMA Utility Targeted infrastructure grants applied directly to reinforce 

commercial seafood landing docks in the Empire and Buras 

maritime centers. 

Lower Fresh Water & Sewer Grids FEMA Utility Extensive multi-phase reconstruction to restore water 

clarifiers in Venice and replace main sewer lines 

compromised by historical surge forces. 

5. Contextual Origin of Local Misconceptions 

The false political claims regarding a '$35 million shortfall' stem directly from a conflation of entirely separate fiscal 

matters: (1) Local Millage Failures: Voters repeatedly rejected local drainage operating millage renewals, causing 

critical deficits in daily maintenance budgets. This was entirely separate from locked FEMA capital recovery funds. (2) 

USACE Engineering Realities: The massive multi-year timeline required for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to clear 

bureaucratic hurdles for the $1.4 Billion levee system fortification from Oakville to Venice was frequently misrepresented 

as local abandonment. (3) System Balancing: Normal local council ordinances balancing localized water-well 

operational fund deficits were deliberately confused with federal infrastructure actions. 

 

PUBLIC RECORD STATUS: VALIDATED VIA STATE REGISTER 

Independent certified financial audits filed with the Louisiana Legislative Auditor for consecutive fiscal years 2007 through 

2014 show zero Material Non-Compliance findings, zero illegal fund diversions, and total capital adherence to the federal 



Stafford Act. 

 


